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answer and which I ask you to drink in silence, standing.
I drink to the welfare and prosperity of the sovereigns and
peoples of the two great nations whose representatives
have met one another on this ship. It is my most earnest
hope and prayer, in the interest of not only these two great
powers, but of all mankind that a just and lasting peace
may speedily be concluded between them."

The gathering theft separated and the envoys, each pair
on a separate warship, with the Mayflower in attendance
for sucli use as might be desired by them, departed for
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, where quarters had been ar-
ranged for the sittings of the Conference on arrival there.

The meeting of the envoys on the Mayflower was attended
by a great fleet of private yachts and other water craft, and
attracted attention all over the world as a memorable his-
toric event, unlike any that had hitherto occurred in any
land. I spent the night following the meeting with the
President at Oyster Bay and found him weary but much
pleased with the result. He said he had looked forward to
the meeting with anxiety, realizing that a single slip of any
kind on his part that could be construed as favoring one
set of envoys more than the other would be fatal. No such
slip had occurred and he believed that the first and very
important step toward a successful outcome had been taken.
He was fully aware that the attention of the whole world
was concentrated upon him and that if he failed to secure
peace, universal condemnation would be his portion. But
as he said in many of his letters, so he said to me: "I
thought it my plain duty to make the effort. I have done
my best to succeed and shall continue to do it to the end."

From the moment the Conference began its sessions the
President kept a close watch upon its proceedings, was
thoroughly informed of the situation at all times, and was
ceaseless in his efforts to bring about a favorable result
by exerting pressure where it would be effective. It may
be said with truth that he was himself the Conference, for
he was its guiding and controlling force, Its final agree-